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STATEMENT BY TASK FORCE ON AMERICAN INNOVATION 

ON THE PRESIDENT’S FY14 BUDGET 

 

 

Members of the Task Force on American Innovation - a coalition of industry, universities, and 

scientific societies – believe it is essential that the federal government maintain a robust 

investment in scientific research.  We believe that Congress and the President can and must 

commit to such spending even as they work to reduce budget deficits. 

 

In that context, the Task Force supports President Obama’s proposed increases in funding for the 

National Science Foundation, the Department of Energy Office of Science, Department of 

Defense basic research, and the National Institute of Standards and Technology.   

 

The federal investment in scientific research is vital to the nation’s long-term economic growth 

and national security.  Indeed, one of the reasons that deficit reduction is so important is to 

ensure that the government can afford this and other critical investments.  We recognize that 

there are strong differences over how to reduce budget deficits.  But we believe there should be 

bipartisan support for the research that is the foundation of innovation and economic 

competitiveness. 

 

With both the House and Senate having approved budgets, and the President now having 

submitted his own, we continue to urge the nation’s leaders to come together and negotiate a 

major long-term budget agreement that not only protects coming generations from unsustainable 

debt but also ensures our ability to invest in their future. 

 

# # # # # 

 

The Task Force on American Innovation, a coalition of businesses and business organizations, 

scientific societies, and higher education associations, was founded in 2004 to advocate greater 

federal investments for basic research in the physical sciences and engineering. The group 

focuses on the National Science Foundation, the Department of Energy Office of Science, the 

Department of Defense research budget, the National Institute of Standards and Technology labs 

at the Department of Commerce, and NASA. 
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